RESOLUTION # 9
Adopted by the 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF OFFICIAL HUMAN RIGHTS AGENCIES

September 1, 2009
TITLE:
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
PURPOSE:
TO PROMOTE AND ENCOURAGE THE USE OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS BY OFFICIAL STATE AND LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS AGENCIES 
WHEREAS, 
the International Association of Official Human Rights Agencies 

(IAOHRA) is a professional association of over 160 state, county, and city governmental human rights commissions in the United States of America and several statutory human rights agencies in Canada;

WHEREAS, IAOHRA goals are “to foster human and intergroup relations, to enhance human rights practices under law, and to promote civil and human rights around the world;” and, 

WHEREAS, international human rights are articulated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and a broad range of laws, norms and values - that recognize and promote the fundamental humanity and dignity of every person, as well as the necessity of fairness and opportunity for all people, and that enable people to meet their basic needs and to enjoy basic civil, political, social, economic and cultural rights; and,  

WHEREAS, there is an international human rights system, of which the U.S. is a part, which includes a framework of charters, treaties, court cases and laws, international courts and monitoring bodies, and international programs and reports, all of which are recognized and accepted by the vast majority of the global community of nations and individuals; and 
WHEREAS, the vast majority of people in the U.S. believe that human rights include equal opportunities regardless of gender and race, being treated fairly in the criminal justice system, freedom from discrimination, freedom from torture or abuse by law enforcement, equal access to quality public education, access to health care, living in a clean environment; fair pay for workers to meet the basic needs for food and housing, and keeping personal behavior and choices private; and 
WHEREAS, a basic tenet of the human rights framework is that human rights must start at home, and must involve and reflect the needs and expertise of local communities, and that governments have an affirmative obligation to respect, protect and fulfill these rights; and  
WHEREAS, as has been demonstrated in Washington, Illinois, Oregon and California, international human rights can provide a powerful framework for, and play an instrumental role in, state and local human rights commissions and other state and local agencies as they work to ensure opportunity and equality for their communities; and, 

WHEREAS, IAOHRA has joined with the Human Rights Institute of Columbia Law School and The Campaign for a New Domestic Human Rights Agenda to produce the 2009 report entitled “State and Local Human Rights Agencies: Recommendations for Advancing Opportunity and Equality through an International Human Rights Framework;” and,

WHEREAS, state and local implementation of international human rights can influence national policy and broader acceptance of international human rights norms, as well as to expand what is included in domestic and international human rights;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the membership of IAOHRA hereby affirms the importance of integrating international human rights into the work of its member state and local governmental human rights agencies, and that each member commits to take at least one action, big or small, this year to utilize international human rights in their agencies’ work; and 
THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that IAOHRA shall make one of its top priorities to advocate for the Campaign for a New Domestic Human Rights Agenda and any other proposal that will provide for the utilization and adequate resourcing of state and local human rights agencies in any and all federal efforts to advance towards the full realization of civil and international human rights in our communities. 
________________________________________________________________Leon W. Russell, President

