Dear IAOHRA Members,

On September 1, 2009, in response to a Report issued by IAOHRA and Columbia Law Schools Human Rights Institute, the IAOHRA membership adopted a Resolution “to promote and encourage the use of international human rights by official state and local human rights agencies.”  Through adoption of this Resolution, each IAOHRA member committed to take at least one action, big or small, to use international human rights in its work in the next year.  This email provides ideas for how IAOHRA members can fulfill their commitment under the Resolution by commemorating Human Rights Day on December 10.

On December 10, 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations approved the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, declaring that “recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.”  In 1950, the General Assembly invited all nations and interested organizations to recognize December 10 as Human Rights Day, to celebrate the proclamation of the Universal Declaration and to promote efforts to improve human rights.

IAOHRA members can celebrate and promote Human Rights Day in several ways, such as:

· AN OFFICIAL PUBLIC RESOLUTION:  By urging your local legislature/council/board of elected officials to pass a resolution declaring December 10, 2009 to be Human Rights Day

· OP-ED TO YOUR LOCAL NEWS MEDIA:  By sending an op-ed to your local newspaper, for publication on December 10, commemorating the Universal Declaration, describing the importance of implementing human rights at the local level, noting that human rights are an American ideal, and urging federal support for local implementation of human rights 
· E-MAIL AGENCIES/PARTNERS/STAFF:  By sending an email communication to other governmental agencies and/or to your constituents reminding them that December 10 is Human Rights Day, urging them to recognize it officially, and describing work your Commission is already doing that addresses rights recognized in the Universal Declaration

· HUMAN RIGHTS POSTERS:  By posting the Universal Declaration in your office or making copies available to your partners and constituents

Sample templates that you can use for each of these proposed actions are attached:  a Resolution, an op-ed, an email communication, and a copy of the Universal Declaration (with space to add your own logo).  A copy of the IAOHRA Resolution is also attached.  We hope you will consider taking action to commemorate Human Rights Day, and we look forward to supporting you in your efforts to do so.    
Please let us know how you celebrate and promote Human Rights Day in your community by responding to IAOHRAoutreach@law.columbia.edu and to iaohra@sso.org.  IAOHRA members’ efforts will be included on the website for The Campaign for a New Human Rights Agenda as well as on the official website of the International Association of Official Human Rights Agencies.
Sincerely yours,

Risa E. Kaufman
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Official Human Rights Agencies     
For more information on how state and local human rights and human relations commissions can incorporate international human rights to advance equality and opportunity, please see "State and Local Human Rights Agencies: Recommendations for Advancing Opportunity and Equality Through an International Human Rights Framework."  This report was released by the Columbia Law School Human Rights Institute and IAOHRA, under the auspices of the Campaign for a New Domestic Human Rights Agenda and can be accessed by clicking here.
